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Message From Fr. Hahn
This newsletter, we hope to be a semiannual update as to the Franciscan Sisters of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary and their mission serving Chillicothe and Waverly. You
are receiving this newsletter because you either supported the mission of the sisters
by becoming a Sister Guardian, or by supporting the St. Peter’s Investing in Our Faith,
Providing for our Future, or you supported the St. Peter’s or St. Mary’s Bishop’s Annual
Appeal, the excess of which went to the support of the sisters. This newsletter will be
sent to those each year who are thus “Sister Guardians” through any of these means
of support. So my first intention is to say “Thank You!” Thank you for being willing
to try something new for the sake of the kingdom. Thank you for being willing to risk
an investment of material and spiritual resources to help bring the sisters here. Your
investment is paying great dividends in the spiritual renewal of our communities and
the outreach that our sisters are accomplishing. We appreciate your continued sup‐
port of this important new initiative in our communities.

The Almighty has
done great things
for me and Holy
is His name. –
Luke 1:49

In Christ,
Fr. Hahn

Report From Sr . Amelia:
Peace and All Good!
As you know, with the blessings of the Almighty God, we
Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary began our
mission in Chillicothe on July 26th, 2014. On behalf of my sis‐
ters, I would like to say a very special word of thanks to each of
you. I am so thankful for the wonderful, blessed four months: it
has gone fast and feels like four weeks. We truly appreciate the
parishioners of St. Peter and St. Mary who put in to their time,
energy, and sacrifice to establish a convent here. You all are
wonderful people have touched our lives in a special way. I
can't tell you how much I appreciated your kindness in letting
us stay at this Convent. I feel extremely grateful that our
church is blessed enough to have Rev. Fr. Hahn leading us, es‐
pecially for sisters. Our two guardian angels (Donna & Jenny)
moved to Water St., but we are happy our Archangel (Fr.
Hahn) still with us here on Church St.
We started to extend our mission here to reach out to our
brothers and sisters who need our presence and spiritual sup‐
port. The people in the house for the mentally handicapped
really enjoying our visit to them. Their faith is so innocent,
Heaven is for them; we, however, have to strive for it. Among
our spiritual care areas are Adena Medical Center, West‐
moreland Nursing home, other nursing homes, the home
bound, the food pantry, and the Veterans Administration Hos‐
pital. We twice visited the Ross County prison, and we will be
more involved in this ministry after we finish some legal paper
work. The Sisters are also involved in the RCIA, the Saint Vin‐
cent de Paul Society, PSR, and Confirmation classes.

We are going to Indianapolis for our Christmas gathering on
the 21st December. One of the guardian couples Bob & Kathy
Dye oﬀered to drive us to Indianapolis even if there is 6 feet
snow! . Sr. Shani is working on her driving practice! So, every
weekend she is travelling to Indianapolis with Sr.Leonard Mary
and returning on Monday
One final area of ministry for which we are grateful is the
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart, started by Fr. Stanley Dai‐
ley in the diocese of Columbus. We sisters and Bob & Kathy
Dye have been formed as a ministry team by the inspiration of
Fr.Hahn that can enthrone this devotion in your home and ded‐
icate it to the Sacred Heart. The First Enthronement in Chillico‐
the was in Bob & Kathy’s House on November 30th 2014.
Please contact us if you would like this spiritual blessing for
your home.
Catherine Noel (little angel) who is discerning her vocation
enjoyed her weekend of stay and prayer with us at FIH Con‐
vent.
We will always be grateful for all that you have done and we
are thinking of you and praying for you as we are waiting the
arrival of our eternal God this Christmas and as we walk to‐
gether towards the Eternal Kingdom.
Have a blessed Advent season!
Your sister in Christ.
Sr. Amelia Mary

Wow! ‐ by Bob & Kathy Dye
Christmas Wish List

Looking to give the Sisters a
Christmas present? Here are
their requests:
Crock Pot
Small Toaster
Small Ice cooler
Manger
Christmas Tree
Ornaments
Oﬃce Materials
Twin beds (2)
Chest of Drawers (2)
Gas Cards
Code of Canon Law
Vatican II documents
Catechism of the
Catholic Church
You Cat
Papal Encyclicals
Visit St. Peter’s Webiste at
Www.stpeterchillicothe.com
And go to the Sister Guardi‐
an Page to mark the list oﬀ!

Wow! Who would have thought that three little Sisters would have made
such a diﬀerence in the lives of so many. We call them our “three little sis‐
ters” as they have become like family to us.
How uplifting it is to walk into church for each mass and see them in their
usual pew. To see the 3 white forms kneeling in prayer both before and after
mass is a comfort and example. Their quest to attend mass every day, in‐
cluding Mondays, has taken them to St. Joseph Cathedral; St. Thomas More
Newman Center; St. Mary’s‐Chillicothe, and St. Beningus in Greenfield.
Some Mondays they have had visiting priests say Mass in their chapel.
In their prayer life, besides attending daily mass, the sisters have formal
prayer 4 times a day. Then they go to work: visiting the sick and shut‐ins,
helping with the prison ministry, working at Bishop Flaget, PSR and confir‐
mation classes at St. Mary’s‐Waverly; attending meetings & conferences
both here and in Columbus; volunteering with the St. Vincent DePaul Socie‐
ty; and locking the church on their assigned nights. The Sisters are always
open to visitors; either those just dropping by to say “hello” or those needing
prayers and guidance. In addition they started a weekly rosary group meet‐
ing in diﬀerent homes during the month of October. Their goal next year is
to have a rosary said in a diﬀerent home each day of the month.
In November they are continuing the weekly rosary group, opening the
convent to young girls for a weekend, and enthroning homes to the Immacu‐
late Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary .
Whew!! On top of all of this Sister Shani is taking drivers ed, Sister Amelia
is learning Spanish and Sister Leonard is always ready to expound on the
accolades of St. Francis Assisi in three languages!
Who knew there was so much to do at St. Peter’s? And how did we ever
get along without them?!
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The Sisters and Fr. Hahn visit the students at Bishop Flaget School

On Retreat with catechetical and parish leaders

Mass of Inauguration—July 26, 2014

from both
parishes

At the Food Bank In Pike County

Visiting Westmoreland

Hail Mary, Full of Grace, the Lord is with thee!
Holy Mary , Mother of God!

Praying while walking the neighborhood

Rosary March at St. Peter’s October 2014
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Sister Leonard helps with St. Peter PSR

Sister Shani leads the singing at a nursing home Mass.

Sisters delivering cards made by St. Mary’s Waverly
Confirmandi to the residents of Good Shepard Manor
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The Sisters host a Thanksgiving Dinner for those with few family
in the area.

The Sisters experience the first Ohio Snow!

Sr. Leonard Mary’s Journey to Religious Life
(for the complete story see the Sister Guardian page at www.stpeterchillicothe. Com)
thought that he is losing me. I remained in my house without
going for work, always fighting with the family. The sisters of
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you: I have called you by my school knew this and came to my home and called me to go
to their school and teach there. Without wasting the time, I
name; you are mine” Isaiah 43.1
went there and two years I worked with them.
We are living in a world where priesthood and religious life
After much persistence, one day Fr. Stephen told my fa‐
are widely questioned. As I have completed forty years in my
religious life, I would like to share about my call to religious life ther,” I shall send her to a convent, where she will never say
because I am sure that the consecrated life has its relevance again ‘I want to become a sister’.” My Father agreed with this.
Taking leave for two months from the school I was ready to go
even today, in the Catholic Church as well as in the world
wherever he is willing to send me. He took me to a convent of
I was born in a Catholic family having six children. My parents Missionary Sisters of Charity (Mother Teresa’s convent) about
were deep in their faith and loyal to the church. We were twenty miles from the house. There I stayed for one month.
brought up in that faith. Sundays were the days of celebration. The life of the sisters‐ food ,works‐ were very hard. But the
Going for the Mass altogether on Sundays, Catechism classes, good Lord was with me. I could adjust with everything very
and Family prayer‐everything deepened my faith in God. From soon and I loved them. The superior of the convent had an
my childhood I used go for Mass every day. Church was two interview with me and she was pleased with me and decided to
miles away from the house. Even though nobody comes with send me to Calcutta with Mother Teresa who was supposed to
me I never stopped, I loved the Holy Mass even though I did not come to that house that day. My former parish priest
understand the words because the entire mass was in Latin. I Fr .Joseph RD’ Silva came to that convent for the Holy Mass
liked to become a priest and I prayed for that. But as I grew I one day. He saw me during the Holy Mass. Soon after the
realized that I cannot be a priest since I am a girl. Yet I loved Mass he called me and asked “why did you come here”? I said I
the priests who oﬀer the Holy Mass and I prayed for them. At am going to join here. He talked to the superior and asked her
the age of seven when I was in the third grade I received my to send me back to home since her parents are not willing to
First Holy Communion and Confirmation on the same day. send her to the convent. I argued with the Father, but I failed.
That day is still in my mind with sweet memories which cannot The Sister superior told me, “Now you obey Fr. Joseph, if you
be forgotten. That day I prayed to my Jesus to make me a reli‐ have vocation you will be back”. So I went with him with tears.
gious, so that I can be always around the church doing some‐ He dropped me at my house and went away.
thing like preparing for Mass, arranging flowers for the altar,
Still determined and not backing down from the call to reli‐
cleaning the Church etc. which I loved to do. From that day
onwards I was sure that I do not belong to anybody else but gious life, he gave me the address of one convent of the Fran‐
only to Jesus. So I never stopped going for the daily Mass. My ciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the religious
higher secondary studies was in a convent school. There also I Order where I am now. By this time my parents were trying to
got the opportunity to deepen my faith. But I never told my arrange a marriage for me. As soon as I got the address, I sent a
desire to anybody because when my older sister finished the letter to the superior of the convent asking her to give the ad‐
higher secondary school she asked my parents, the permission dress of their Superior General. She gave the address and I
to go to the convent .They did not allow her and sent her to wrote a letter to the Superior General telling all my details and
college. After two years I finished my higher secondary school, requesting her to accept me to the Order. She was so kind and
I too was sent to the college. But after one year I went for loving to send me a reply telling,”my child ,you come and I will
teacher’s training course. During these two years, I was saying receive you”. Because of the struggles at home and the family
to my parish priest – Fr.Joseph RD’ silva that after my examina‐ being against the idea, The parish priest came to my house
tion I want to go to the convent. When I passed the examina‐ with the letter and presented the matter. Nobody uttered a
tion I got the government job as a teacher. Then I said “ I will word till Rev. Father left the house. After that I do not know
not go, I am going to the convent”. There began the struggle what was the situation there. On those days I had to suﬀer a
with my family. By all means, the whole family was against me. lot except physical torture. Many times I was at the point of
My Father who loved me so much has changed into another getting that. Only by my silence I have escaped from that.
person, since he could not accept my decision. He might have
Peace and all Good !
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Continued on next page . . .
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O Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heavenly beauty and splendor of the
Father, You are the most valued Heavenly treasure.
New Eve, immaculate in soul, spirit and body, Created of the godly
seed by the Spirit of God, You are the spiritual Mother of mankind.
Pure Virgin, full of grace then and now, Your whole being was raised
Heavenly in full glory, To be elevated above all the hosts within the
Kingdom of God.
O Heavenly Mother, Queen of Heaven and earth, I recognize the glory of your highest title, The Immaculate Heart of Mary!
Loving Mother, dispenser of endless blessings, You who continuously
intercedes on our behalf, Please present my need before your loving
Son Jesus.
(In your own words, make your special request here. Do not just mention a word. Speak to the Immaculate Heart of Mary as you would
speak to another person, begging your Heavenly Mother to plea to
Jesus on your behalf, that you be granted this special request.)
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, I know that you are now presenting my
need before Jesus, For you have never turned away those in dire need.
Mother dearest, I await your favorable answer, Submitting myself to
the Divine will of the Lord, For all glories are His forever and ever.

Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
St. Peter Catholic Church
126 Church Street
Chillicothe, OH 45601
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The Superior General had given me a date to go to the
convent. I could not find any way to get out. I asked each
one in my house to come with me because the convent
was quite far away. I did not know the way and also as a
young girl of nineteen years old, I did not want to go
alone. At last, even though, not willingly my parish priest,
Rev. Father Stephen came with me seeing my helpless‐
ness. Yes, I have reached the FIH. General late on the Fif‐
teenth of June 1970. I have made my first profession on
the third of May 1973 and my Final profession on the fifth
of May 1979. During my formation period I have never
gone for leave to my home. When my companions went
for leave I always remained in the formation house. In
1983 I was asked to go to Rome to study Franciscan Spirit‐
uality. Everything was ready to go to Rome. Then Superi‐
or General told me,”now it is thirteen years after your
coming, go and see your parents before you go to Rome”.
Out of obedience I went my house. Only one day I stayed
there. Even after thirteen years they were very indiﬀerent
to me.
From my experience, I can say religious life is not an
easy life. I am happy in this life. I have never thought that
I made a mistake in my decision. I always experience the
deep love and protection of my Jesus who called me and
made me His own.

