ST. PETER CATHOLIC
CHURCH
285 W. WATER ST.
CHILLICOTHE, OH

Office Telephone
740-774-1407
Office Hours
Mon-Thurs:
9:00-12:00
1:00-4:30
Fri:
9:00-12:00
St. Vincent DePaul
740-772-2812
Bishop Flaget
School
740-774-2970
Www.stpeterchillicothe.com

Mass Schedule
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am
11:30 am
Monday: 5:30 pm
Tuesday: 8:30 am
Wednesday: 8:30 am
Thursday: 5:30 am
Friday:
9:30 am
(at Bishop Flaget
during school year)
8:30 am
(summer in church)

The Rock
“ . . . You are Peter, and upon this rock I shall build my church, and the
gates of the nether world shall not prevail against it.” — Matthew 16:18
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Pastor’s Corner— Fr. William Hahn
The event of the past few months that is bound to have the largest impact on
our parish and community was the establishment of the Infant of Prague Ado‐
ra on Chapel. Parishioners are now in constant prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament day and night from Tuesday, 6:00 a.m. un l Thursday 9:00 p.m.
The more we place ourselves in front of Jesus, the more he can reach us and
through us reach others. It is so reassuring to know that people are always
li ing up prayers in that chapel, that God is truly being honored in the Blessed Sacrament, that are
community is being bathed in prayers and grace. A big thank you to the Sisters and Fr. Dooley for
bringing this to frui on and a hearty thanks to all of you who contributed in any way and con nue
to contribute by your commitment to a holy hour.
Another exci ng event that will soon take place is the arrival of a fourth sister at the con‐
vent. Sr. Ruhitha Mary, is coming from India, to join the sisters here at St. Peter’s Convent. Sister
brings a nursing background and in
addi on to joining the sisters in
their outreach to those on the mar‐
gins, she also hopes to soon use her
nursing skills to bring God’s healing
gi s to those in the hospital. Her
arrival is expected some me in the
next couple of months.
Finally, an event that I think
can have a profound impact is the
upcoming Evangeliza on Confer‐
When it comes to evangelization
ence. We have invited St. Paul’s
most Catholics are like the guy with the coffee.
Street Evangeliza on organiza on
to conduct a workshop here for the
consor um on Saturday, March 4, 9
a.m. – 3:00 p.m. So many of us love
our Lord and our Church and want
Evangelization can be an intimidating word! During
others
to experience the same, but
the St. Paul Street Evangelization conference we’ll
just
don’t
know exactly how to go
explore the mission of the Catholic church to evanabout leading a person to a rela on‐
gelize and how we are called to be
ship with Him. This workshop is
part of that mission today
meant to provide us with some of
in ways that are easy, engaging and fun.
the prac cal know‐how of such. I
hope to see you there!
Mark your calendar now!
Saturday, March 4th ~ 9am - 3pm
St. Peter’s Chillicothe
In Christ,
285 W. Water St. Chillicothe, OH 45601
Fr. Hahn
$20 per person - includes lunch
Contact: Chris Hiles
740-774-1407 yec@stpeterchillicothe.com

What is Evangelization?

Register online at www.stpeterchillicothe.com

The Rock

Page 2

Looking Back
History of Catholic Cemeteries in Chillicothe, Ohio
A half‐acre lot was purchased in 1839 on the
northwest corner of what is now Western and Delano
Avenues for a Catholic Cemetery. Land was then pur‐
chased in 1858 on what was then known as Lime‐
stone Blvd., but now known as Allen Avenue. Land
was purchased on the north side of the street approx‐
imately a half block from the intersec on with Vine
Street. At that me, half of the cemetery was used
by St. Peter’s for the German Catholics and the other
half was u lized for the burial of Irish Catholics by St.
Mary’s. Burials were removed from the original site
on Western and Delano Avenues and placed in the
new cemetery on Allen Avenue.
In May 1892, representa ves from St. Pe‐
ter’s and St. Mary’s Churches met to discuss acquir‐
ing land to be used for burial grounds. This new area
would replace the old burial grounds that were locat‐
ed on Allen Avenue. The Franciscan Brothers of Cin‐
cinna owned land on Worthington Avenue that had
been deeded to them by Mrs. Sarah Peters. This 21
acre plot of land was originally owned by Governor
Thomas Worthington and was part of his Adena Es‐
tate. It was hoped that a boys’ school could have
been established there, but it became imprac cal to
carry out. So the donor and their heirs agreed to al‐
low the land to be u lized for a Catholic Cemetery.

The Cemetery became
known as St. Margaret’s Ceme‐
tery. Margaret Wa s, the grand‐
daughter of Thomas Worthing‐
ton, was the benefactor that al‐
lowed Mrs. Peters to make the
dona on. Thus, the Cemetery is
named a er her to recognize her
generous dona on to the Catho‐
lic community.
The cemetery on Allen
Avenue was then abandoned a er the acquisi on of the
land on Worthington Avenue. Burials that had been locat‐
ed at the Allen Avenue cemetery were then removed and
reburied at the new loca on on Worthington Avenue.
St. Margaret’s Cemetery is s ll being used today
for the burial of Catholics. The current sexton of the Cem‐
etery is Charlie Dawes and is also overseen by a com‐
mi ee consis ng of the Pastors of both parishes and rep‐
resenta ves from both parishes that are appointed by the
pastor. Each year, a Mass is held at the priests’ circle on
Memorial Day. On the first Sunday of November, a prayer
service is held to remember our departed loved ones who
are buried at the cemetery. Three years ago, the St. Peter
Military Ministry started honoring our deceased veterans
buried there by par cipa ng in Wreaths Across America,
which is held the second Saturday in December at noon.

Military Ministry
The fall was a busy me for the St. Peter
Military Ministry. During this me, the group plans
and sponsors the annual Veterans Apprecia on
Dinner and par cipates in the Wreaths Across
America.
Sunday, November 13 was the Veterans
Dinner. The parish hall was packed as all the ckets
sold out to hear this year’s speaker, Fr. Lou Iasello.
Fr. Lou is a re red Rear Admiral of the US Navy and
is currently teaching at the Pon fical College Jose‐
phinum. He spoke about being present at the Pen‐
tagon on September 11, 2001. The St. Peter Schola
sang the Armed Services Songs as members of the
branches were recognized. Dinner was provided
by Frank Nunziato and homemade cupcakes were
donated by Kate Roy. Besides pictures of our vet‐
erans and the war memorials in DC, various items
were on display including a scrapbook about one of
the parish’s own, Robert Bohn, who was killed in
ac on at the Ba le of the Bulge. On the tables at

the dinner, were handmade cards for a endees to write
to our parish military personnel. These cards along with
other items were sent to those members of our parish
who are currently serving in the military. New this year
was the MIA/POW table to remember those who have
not been accounted or returned home. The commi ee
also thanks Bill McCoy for the playing of Amazing Grace
on the bagpipes.
On Saturday, December 17, the commi ee and
other parishioners met at St. Margaret’s Cemetery. At
noon, a prayer service conducted by Fr. Hahn and
wreaths were laid on veterans’ graves. This is held in
conjunc on with the laying of the wreaths at Arlington
Cemetery. Thank you to Sarah Smith who has played
Taps on the trumpet for the service since the commi ee
started par cipa ng in this.
Your support of our veterans and soldiers is
greatly appreciated as a ributed to the dona ons and
a endance at the events the commi ee sponsors.
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From Deacon Hauser
I thought perhaps it would be helpful to review in
this and future ar cles, Catholic teaching about marriage. In
our increasingly secular culture, we all have seen how the
tradi onal ins tu on of marriage has been – and con nues
to be ‐ under siege. Notwithstanding the recent Supreme
Court ruling regarding so‐called same sex “marriage”, we as
Catholics are called upon to defend Catholic teaching and
marriage itself. This call to defend our faith shouldn’t be sur‐
prising; it’s a responsibility which flows from our Bap sm and
especially our Confirma on. Nor should it surprise anyone
that down through the centuries, Catholic thought and teach‐
ing has always been counter‐cultural on a wide variety of
issues.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches the
nature and purpose of Marriage this way: “The matrimonial
covenant, by which a man and a woman establish between
themselves a partnership of the whole of life, is by its nature
ordered toward the good of the spouses and the procrea on
and educa on of oﬀspring; this covenant between bap zed
persons has been raised by Christ the Lord to the dignity of a
sacrament." In addi on, “Unity, indissolubility, and openness
to fer lity are essen al to marriage. Polygamy is incompa ble
with the unity of marriage; divorce separates what God has
joined together; the refusal of fer lity turns married life away
from its ‘supreme gi ,’ the child.”
As one of the seven sacraments of the Catholic
Church, Matrimony is a source of grace, and a divinely ins ‐
tuted ins tu on as well as a natural social ins tu on. This is
why the Church regulates the manner in which sacramental
marriage is celebrated and other requirements associated
with Matrimony in the Catholic Church. For example, this
includes requirements related to the partners who wish to
marry in the Church. Here is a brief review of those require‐
ments. In order to be married in the Catholic Church, a per‐
son needs to be:
A Bap zed Chris an: You and your partner are not
both required to be Catholic in order to be sacramentally
married in the Catholic Church. However, both must be bap‐
zed Chris ans (and at least one must be a Catholic), to be
sacramentally married in the Catholic Church. If a Catholic
desires to marry a non‐Catholic Chris an, express permission
is required from his or her bishop. This permission needs to
be requested through the parish and pastor of the Catholic
party. Owing to the dignity of Matrimony as a sacrament,
there are also certain rules concerning the loca on of a wed‐
ding.
Note that non‐Chris ans are not able to receive the
sacraments. If a Catholic married an unbap zed person, such
a marriage would be a natural marriage only – but not a sac‐
ramental marriage. The Church requires a Catholic who wish‐
es to marry an unbap zed person to receive a special dispen‐
sa on from his or her bishop. If the dispensa on is granted, a
non‐sacramental marriage is valid and can take place inside
of a Catholic church.

Not Too Closely Relat‐
ed: Both public law and Church
law contain prohibi ons for mar‐
riages between cousins (and oth‐
er close blood rela onships, such
as uncle and niece). Marriage
between first cousins are forbid‐
den and even marriages between
second cousins are discouraged.
Free to Marry: If one of the par es, either the
Catholic or a non‐Catholic Chris an, has been married be‐
fore, he or she is free to marry only if his or her spouse has
died or he or she has obtained an annulment from the
Church for the previous marriage. An annulment is not a
“Catholic Divorce” – it means that the marriage was deter‐
mined to have been invalid from the start. That’s one rea‐
son why a civil divorce is not enough to prove the nullity of
a marriage. During marriage prepara on, and at the start
of RCIA, it’s especially important for both par es to inform
the Catholic pastor if they had been married before, even if
it had been a merely civil marriage (Jus ce of the Peace,
etc.).
Of the Opposite Sex as Your Partner: Marriage,
by defini on, is a lifelong union between one man and one
woman. The Catholic Church does not recognize, even as a
civil marriage, a contracted rela onship between two men
or two women.
In Good Standing With the Church: Because mar‐
riage is a sacrament, for the sacrament to be properly re‐
ceived, the Catholic partner(s) in a marriage must be in
good standing with the Church. “Good Standing” means
more than normal Church a endance, but also avoidance
of scandal. So, for instance, a couple who are living togeth‐
er may not be allowed to get married in the Church un l
they have spent suﬃcient me living apart. Likewise, a
Catholic poli cian who supports policies condemned by the
Church (such as the legaliza on of abor on) may be denied
a sacramental marriage by the pastor or the local bishop.
If You Have Any Doubt – Ask! Some mes people
aren’t sure whether they are free to marry or remarry val‐
idly, or whether a marriage would be sacramental or non‐
sacramental. If you have ques ons, the first place to check
is with one of the clergy. In fact, if your poten al spouse is
not Catholic, or if either of you has been married before,
it’s advisable to discuss your situa on with the clergy even
before an engagement (if possible). And even if both of
par es are Catholic and free to marry, you should make an
appointment with the pastor as soon as possible a er your
engagement, because any marriage that is contracted in
opposi on to the regula ons of the Catholic Church is not
only non‐sacramental but invalid. This will help you ensure
that your marriage will be valid—and sacramental.
My next ar cle will discuss the Sacrament of Mat‐
rimony itself in a li le more depth.
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Knights of Columbus
Council 15793 Update

St. Vincent de Paul Society
— Mary Elsass, Chapter President

— Pat Corcoran, Grand Knight

The Fr. Charles Griﬃn K of C
Council 15793 has been busy in its fall
and winter programs. The council has been sponsoring
and serving up a monthly pancake breakfast a er both
Sunday masses on the third Sunday of the month.
We sponsored the “Keep Christ in Christmas”
poster contest for PSR students as well as students at Bish‐
op Flaget School. There were many entries. Winners were
selected and were sent on to the regional compe on.
The council raised money to help purchase Christ‐
mas gi s for the Catholic veterans at the VA Medical Cen‐
ter. Several Knights helped to deliver those gi s prior to
Christmas.
There was also a special focus during Advent to
build up the food pantry of the St. Vincent DePaul Society.
Spearheaded by Deputy Grand Knight, Joe Zupi, parishion‐
ers were encouraged to donate a can or food item for
each day of the Advent season.
Our council con nues to pray the rosary for help
with addic ons on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month
at 6:15 p.m. in church. (Please come and join us!) Follow‐
ing the rosary we have held social mee ngs open to all
that in November featured a talk about ending the death
penalty in Ohio and in January on the topic of protec ng
our families from the scourge of internet pornography.
K of C Council 15793 is serving our parish and the
community in a vital way. We are looking PSR
for menUpdate
with a
heart for service to join our ranks and be a part
of building
— Tess
Hatmacher
up the kingdom of God on earth. Contact Pat Corcoran,
740‐851‐3456, patcor@horizonview.net

You are doing God's work! You are living the Bea ‐
tudes. Your dona ons, volunteer hours, and prayers are
providing food, clothing, shelter, care for the lonely and im‐
Divine Mercy Cenacle
prisoned, and more. As we strive to see
Christ
in the people we
—Judy
Harness
serve, we are humbled by the task He gives us and inspired by
their courage and perseverance in so many diﬃcult life situa‐
ons. As the requests for our help con nually increase, so do
the resources you share with us. We believe that is God con‐
firming our mission and blessing your generosity.
The following are among many you’ve helped (names
are changed for confiden ality):
Mike is a single man who, a er living in his car, got a
temporary job at a Columbus warehouse facility. Currently, he
is living with friends, driving to work daily, and has been pro‐
moted to a full‐ me posi on, But the car's transmission no
longer works and he somehow, but not safely, was s ll driving.
With the help of a local dealership that found a safe, used
transmission, and sharing the expense with St. Mary's‐
St Vincent de Paul, Mike is now able to drive safely and keep
his job. He also is contribu ng to the cost in a payment ar‐
rangement with the auto dealer. And he says he hopes, in
me, to pay back the dona ons.
While our funds aren't usually suﬃcient to help with
rent payments, we occasionally make excep ons. as in Ellen's
case At age 57, she suﬀers several chronic illnesses and recent
injury ‐ a broken arm from a bea ng and robbery. Because her
rent money was stolen, she faced possible evic on within a
week. Working with her landlord and possibly other communi‐
ty agencies, we expect to save her home.
These are just two of the hundreds of people served in one
month. Most come to us for food, help with u lity bills, and
vouchers for shoes and clothing, especially for children. We
and they are so grateful for your help.

St. Vincent de Paul
—By the Numbers for FY October 1, 2015 through
September 30, 2016—
Provided by Bob Weisenberger, SVDP Secretary

Food Pantry Food Distribu on
3,776 Individuals & Family Members assisted
Vouchers to grocery store, u lity payments,
gasoline, pharmacy
1,147 individuals assisted
320 individuals for gasoline vouchers
Expenses exceeded $51,700.00

Person‐to‐Person contacts:
Home visits, prison visits, hospital visits, eldercare
visits, spiritual aid & sacraments
1,548 Individuals visited
Food pantry values:
$31,400.00 es mated food donated to pantry
$31,100.00 es mated food distributed
$3,000.00 food purchased by pantry
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When he returned to his disciples he found them asleep.
He said to Peter, “So you
could not keep watch with me
for one hour? Watch and
pray that you may not undergo the test. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Matthew 26: 40-41
The Chapel is open Tuesdays 6:00
a.m. through Thursdays 5:00 p.m.
for Eucharistic Adoration.
The
entry door is open from 7:00 a.m.
to 7:00 p.m. those days. If you wish
to enter during the night, ,please
contact the office for the code.
Adorers are always welcome if you
wish to commit to an hour to
spend with our Lord.
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Knights and family help with
the Christian Service Christmas
gift delivery at the VA Hospital.

The sisters assisting at the
Pike County Food Pantry.
They are everywhere!
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Parish School of Religion
— Tess Hatmacher, Director

We have 7 teachers this year; Heather Pickerrell, Sylvia
Ramsey, Carrie Hawk, Andrea McLean, Debbie Kemper, Connie
Schaefer, and Chris Hiles.
There are 35 students registered, with average a end‐
ance. Two students received Bap sm in the fall; three 2nd grad‐
ers received First Reconcilia on at the Advent Communal Pen‐
ance Service, Dec. 13, 2016; three 8th graders are preparing for
Confirma on; and four students are preparing for First Commun‐
ion.
Each student was given his/her own Bible at the begin‐
ning of the year, for use in every class. The Bibles stay in the
classrooms, ll the end of the year. Students are challenged to
learn a new Bible verse each month and receive a reward when
they do. Almost all of them learned the first verse within the
first week. First and second graders are focusing on learning
their required prayers.
Again this year, students carry up the oﬀertory gi s at
the 11:30 am Mass, the fourth Sunday of the month. PSR stu‐
dents par cipated in the Rosary March in October.
We have taken Mother Teresa, our new St Teresa of
Calcu a, as our patron saint this year and have been learning
facts and quotes from her life. With the Saints Alive Celebra on,
Oct. 30, we watched a movie about her life story.
We con nue to focus on acts of charity with food collec‐
ons for St. Vincent de Paul; sending le ers and cards of thanks
to Veterans in November; par cipa on in Wreaths Across Ameri‐
ca in Dec.; and Christmas caroling at Nursing Homes.
Three of our students won with their entries in the
Knights of Columbus, ”Keep Christ in Christmas”
poster con‐
PSR Update
test: Macy Corcoran, Olivia Biron, and Anne Maimone.
— Tess Hatmacher
Parents should be expec ng progress reports in the
mail, as they were mailed out at the end of January.
A parent mee ng for First Communion prepara on is
planned for Feb. 19, 2017, at 12:30 pm, in the Holy Family Li‐
brary. The First Communion Retreat is planned for May 6, with
recep on of the sacrament the next day, Sunday, May 7.

FISH FRY fundraiser to benefit Bishop
Flaget 7th & 8th grade educa onal class
trip.
EVERYONE
IS
WELCOME!
Where: St. Mary's Family Life Center, 61
South
Paint
Street,
Chillicothe.
When:
Fridays in Lent
March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31,
April 7 Hours: 4:00 ‐
7:00pm. Dine in and Take
Out available.
Dinners
$7.50/Sandwiches $4.75.

Divine Mercy Cenacle

—Judy Harness
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Bishop Flaget School Report
— Laura Corcoran, Principal

Thank you to all who have given so generously to
our school over the last year, especially those who re‐
sponded to our "Christmas Wish List"! We have already
received funding for several of the items that we "wished"
for and we thank you all so much!
The current enrollment stands at 200 students in
preschool through 8th grade. This is our largest enrollment
since 2004! We are so proud of the growth of our school
community, and we owe a debt of gra tude to our parish‐
es for their support through some very tough mes. Here's
to another 12 years of posi ve growth!!!
At the end of this month, Bishop Flaget will be
applying for a STEM designa on from the state of
Ohio. This is the first year that elementary schools will be
eligible to receive this special designa on. We are very
excited about this opportunity and believe that we have a
very strong applica on. The great thing for Bishop Flaget is
that we have been a STEM school all along. We have a
strong emphasis on the STEM subjects, u lize a rigorous
curriculum, incorporate student‐centered and intercurricu‐
lar learning, embrace technology and innova on, celebrate
diversity and coopera on, involve our families and the
community, and have a strong, dedicated staﬀ. In addi on,
we base all that we do on a strong Catholic founda‐
on. We provide excellent opportuni es in the arts as well
as a broad range of extra‐curricular opportuni es. With
the tui on assistance from our parishes, the EdChoice and
Peterson Scholarships, and our fundraising eﬀorts,
have
PSR we
Update
created an opportunity that no child in Ross County
should
— Tess Hatmacher
miss.
Our basketball teams are in the midst of their sea‐
son, playing against New Hope Chris an Academy, Hillsbo‐
ro Chris an Academy, Pike Chris an Academy, and Holy
Trinity Catholic School in Somerset. We are proud of our
girls and boys teams, coached by Coach Mike Hirsch and
Coach Bob Fyﬀe, respec vely. Dr. Joe Spaulding is also
helping out with our basketball program, and Dr. Brandy
Spaulding is our athle c director.
The Mardi Gras Reverse Raﬄe will be held
on Saturday, February 25th. Tickets are $40, and each ck‐
et is good for one entry into the raﬄe. Only 500 ckets will
be sold. You do not need to be present to win. Grand
prize is $2500. The raﬄe evening will begin at 6PM with a
cash bar and complimentary appe zers. There will be a
silent auc on, 50/50 drawings, and many opportuni es for
fun.
Bishop Flaget will con nue to sell gi cards at
coﬀee and donuts each month. Bishop Flaget is able to
purchase these gi cards at a discount and sell them to you
at face value. That is how we are able to make money on
this fundraiser. We keep the cards in the school oﬃce, so

if you need anything, feel free to pop up to the oﬃce. If you
are needing a large number of cards, please call the oﬃce
and we can do special orders. We can get gi cards for just
about every chain business in town. Divine
Call Mercy
theCenacle
school and ask
for Becky for more informa on.
—Judy Harness
Finally, congratula ons to Avery Brown, daughter
of Andy and Wendy Brown. Avery is one of the recipients of
the inaugural Na onal Catholic Educa on Associa on Youth
Virtues, Valor, and Vision Award. Avery is being recognized
at the All School Mass during Catholic Schools Week by rep‐
resenta ves from the Na onal Catholic Educa on Associa‐
on and Cross Catholic Outreach for her service work, in‐
cluding her "Pink Pumpkin Project" that she has organized
for several years for Southern Ohio Survivors. We are so
very proud of Avery!!!
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The Thrill of Victory
— Fr. Michael Hartge

The Sisters Finally Meet
Grandma
— Fr. Sean Dooley

It was with great joy that I was able to
announce that the Sisters and I took
home the top prize of “People’s Choice
Award” at the 2017 Clergy Who Cook
Fundraiser suppor ng the Josephinum
seminarians. On a cold Thursday a er‐
noon we shopped for the supplies at
Sam’s Club and Kroger. As we loaded
our cart with the fresh and delicious ingredients, the thought of
victory began to creep into my mind. Not wan ng to get ahead of
myself, I resolved to just enjoy the experience of making and serv‐
ing a delicious dish.
On Friday Sr. Amelia, Sr. Leonard, Sr. Saima and I labored
from the morning through the early a ernoon in prepara on for
the big event (even our choir member Catherine Noël was there to
help). When those first crispy and delicious salmon cutlets were
li ed out of the oil and tasted, thoughts of victory began to creep
back into my head once again.
Upon arriving at the Josephinum we put the 300 tasty
cutlets on the warming stands, and casually surveyed the fare of
our compe on. The compe ng dishes looked and sounded good,
but when many patrons approached our table and said how much
they like salmon and couldn’t wait to try it, thoughts of victory
once again returned. The serving was a great success, all seemed
to go through the line easily the first me, and many came back
for seconds and thirds. As the p jar of “votes” at our table began
to fill up for People’s Choice Award, it occurred to me that we
actually could win! Now I had tangible evidence besides a personal
opinion that the cutlets were outstanding.
When it was announced that I and the sisters had indeed
won the coveted People’s Choice Award, we cheered, hugged and
congratulated each other on such a fun and good‐natured victory.
It was indeed a thrill to bring back that award to the consor um.
(Fr. Hahn won it with the sisters 2 years prior.)
In all honesty it was more thrilling that the patrons en‐
joyed a recipe from our sisters. It was yet another aﬃrma on of
how pleased we are that they are serving our diocese at our par‐
ishes of St. Peter and St. Mary, Waverly. Finally, it was tremen‐
dous to be part of a fundraiser to support the men answering the
call to the priesthood and engaging in their forma on at the Pon‐
fical College Josephinum. I’ve only been gone from there just
under two years, and it brought back very fond memories. It was
not too long ago, that I might have depended on such support
raised from this event. Now, I could give something back in the
hopes that those who come a er me can discern a call to the
priesthood without worrying about paying for an unexpected
medical bill or some such thing.
Yes, victory is thrilling. However, when Christ is victorious
in leading a man to act in His own person as a priest at His sacred
altar for the salva on of souls, that is beyond words and emo‐
ons.

Our Sisters are all over the
place! They seem to be going all over
Ross and Pike County in their blue van.
It is humbling to see the Sisters in ac‐
on, especially in the hospitals and the
nursing homes. I’ve heard many com‐
ments about their joyful presence
from residents as they make their
rounds.
My family too has been blessed by their presence.
Whenever I would go home and visit my 92 year old Grandma
Dooley, she always asked: “how are the Sisters doing?” My
Grandma is one of two le from her genera on. Grandma has
one sister le , Sister Frances Joseph Hildebrand, who is mem‐
ber of the Franciscan Sisters of Chris an Charity in Mani‐
towoc, Wisconsin. As you can imagine, my family has been
around religious sisters for many years now.
Grandma always wanted to come down to Chillicothe
to meet them at the convent. However, this year, we had a
scare in our family. She was taken to the hospital and a er
her stay, she came to the conclusion that she could no longer
live alone. She moved into an assisted living facility.
Shortly a er her move, Sr. Amelia approached me
and said that the Sisters wanted to visit Grandma. So, we
made the trip to Zanesville on Monday January 2nd. My Mom
and Dad met us in the lobby and we walked to her new room.
I went in the room and asked the three Sisters to wait in the
hallway. I went in the room and said hello to my grandmother
and told her I had some special guests who wanted to see her.
As soon as the Sisters walked in, Grandma’s faced just lit up. It
is something that I will never forget. She even had a tear in
her eye as she embraced each of the Sisters.
We had a wonderful and….interes ng visit! My
Grandmother was ge ng her hearing aids repaired, so we
had to write down what we wanted to tell her on a notepad.
We shared some laughs and told some stories of the family.
As we were ge ng ready to leave, my Grandma pointed at
me and told Sr. Leonard: “keep that boy in line.” And of
course, Sr. Leonard just laughed and laughed and laughed. I’m
very thankful for the Sisters’ presence to our communi es and
to my family.
Please pray
that Sr. Leonard will
be merciful to me.
Amen. (Postscript . . .
Mary Jo Dooley died
on 2‐7‐17. Please pray
for the repose of her
soul and consola on
of family.)

Communion to the Sick
and Homebound

Marriage Preparation
Marriage prepara on and pre‐Cana classes are required. Thus,
the engaged couple must make ini al arrangements by con‐
tac ng the parish at least six months prior to the desired mar‐
riage date. You or your fiancee should be a registered parishion‐
er for at least six months before beginning prepara on.

Baptism
Pre‐Bap sm instruc on for parents who have not previously
a ended, and for parents for which it has been 4 years or longer
since the Bap sm of their last child, is required. Please call the
oﬃce to make arrangements for classes. Bap sms are held on
the third Saturday a er the 5:00 pm Mass by appointment only.

Because the sick and homebound are prevented from cele‐
bra ng the Eucharist with the rest of the community, the
visits during which they receive Holy Communion are very
important. In receiving the Body and Blood of Christ, the sick
are united sacramentally to the Lord and are reu‐
nited with the Eucharis c community. If you or an‐
other parishioner you know is unable to a end
Mass, please contact the oﬃce so that the Body of
Christ can be brought to him or her.

Bethesda Healing Ministry
Confessions

PREGNANT & NEED HELP?

Monday & Thursdays
5:00 –5:15 p.m.
Saturday 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.
or by appointment

Call Op on Line at
1‐800‐395‐HELP.

Eucharistic Adoration
Adoration chapel—Tuesdays 6:00
a.m. to Thursdays 5:00 p.m.
Church—Thursdays
6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m.

Confiden al, caring assistance is available.
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

We are a group of mothers and fathers
who have suﬀered the experience of
abor on. We gather twice a month to
share, heal, and grow. We are now ex‐
periencing the gi of God’s healing love.
We’ve been there: We Understand.
Contact us at 614‐718‐0277.

We’re on the Web! See us at: www.stpeterchillicothe.com

We are also on Facebook! Like our Page!
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